
Noon Bible Study: Revelation 20 (Part 1)
In Revelation 20, we’re an audience to what John sees concerning the defeat of evil and Satan. The chapter gives us some very 
important information on this topic to help paint a  more complete picture which has already been worked on by the Old Testament 
Prophets and the teaching of Jesus and his apostles.

The creation is longing for redemption and relief from the curse that has afflicted it since the fall of humanity in the Garden of 
Eden.  The devil was a devastating part of that origin story and as the Bible nears its closing chapters, we read how God is 
dealing with these problems and working to bring about what he originally intended in the beginning. (Side note: the first 3 & 
last 3 chapters of the Bible have a tremendous amount of parallel themes, its a good exercise to read both triads & observe them).

Revelation 20:1-3 - Satan’s Capture

The abyss was the place which much of the evil of Revelation has emanated from (9:11; 11:7; 17:8) and now an angel is sent to 
capture and imprison the devil in this place.  He is thrown in the abyss which is then shut and sealed.  This imprisonment cancels 
his ability to influence and deceive.

The text tells us that this imprisonment is for 1000 years (or a millennium).  We will learn more about what will happen during 
this 1000 years next, but this first section concludes by saying “after these things (the devil) will be released for a short 
time.  This may seem strange to you.  Why capture the devil only to let him out again?  We’ll try and sort that out in a minute. 
First, I think it might be helpful to share my interpretive view on this section.

Just as we get to the greatest chapters of this book, we arrive at some of the verses which are most discussed and disagreed upon 
in Christendom.  The timing of Christ's return, the timing of the resurrection and the defeat of the devil are addressed here and 
there are three main schools of thought and interpretation.

Here is how the ESV Study Bible explains these three views:

1 - Premillennialists - (those who believe Christ will return “pre” [before] the millennium) think that this thousand years 
(Latin, millennium) is a future time of great peace and justice, which is usually thought to be a literal 1,000-year period 
that will begin when Christ returns to reign on earth as a physically present King, and which will include resurrected 
believers reigning with him. 

2 - Postmillennialists - (those who believe that Christ will return “post” [after] the millennial period) think that before 
Christ returns to earth the gospel will spread and triumph so powerfully that societies will be transformed and peace and 
justice will reign on earth for a thousand years (or for a long period of time), after which Christ will return for the final 
judgment. 

3 - Amillennialists - (those who hold an “a” [non-literal] millennial view) think this thousand years is the same period as 
this present church age, and that there will be no future “millennium” before Christ returns for the final judgment. (They 
believe that the “millennium” is symbolic of the time of the church/spirit after the resurrection of Jesus.
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Depending on which view you take, you will interpret these scriptures, and this chapter differently.   The ESV continues:

Premillennialists read this as predicting a complete removal of Satan from the earth during a future golden age (a 
“millennium”) of social righteousness, international peace, and physical well-being, with Christ reigning on earth. They 
argue that the phrases “shut it” and “sealed it over him” picture a removal of Satan from the earth too complete to represent 
the current age. 

Postmillennialists also think this will be a future golden age, but that Christ will not return until the end of that time. 

Amillennialists note that the NT affirms that Jesus’ first coming has already bound Satan (Matt. 12:29) and brought God’s 
light to the nations (Matt. 4:14–16; Luke 2:32; Acts 14:15–17; 17:30–31). Therefore they argue that this binding of Satan 
for “a thousand years” refers to the gospel’s spread among all nations during the present age, and to the present restraint 
of the church’s persecutors until an outbreak of rebellion before Christ’s return (see 2 Thess. 2:3–8).

FLAWS IN EACH OF THESE

Currently, I personally (and our church teaching) stands in the “Premillennial” camp and looks at the binding of Satan to be an 
offensive move on God’s part where the Messianic age will bring restorative flourishing upon the earth.  (The text is describing 
more than just him being limited in his influence because the gospel is moving in this age).  So many of the OT prophecies will find 
their fulfillment in this time, free from the influence of the devil and his deceptions.  For example:

Isaiah 2:2-4 - Now it will come about that In the last days The mountain of the house of the LORD Will be established as the 
chief of the mountains, And will be raised above the hills; And all the nations will stream to it. 3 And many peoples will 
come and say, "Come, let us go up to the mountain of the LORD, To the house of the God of Jacob; That He may teach us 
concerning His ways And that we may walk in His paths." For the law will go forth from Zion And the word of the LORD from 
Jerusalem. 4 And He will judge between the nations, And will render decisions for many peoples; And they will hammer their 
swords into plowshares and their spears into pruning hooks. Nation will not lift up sword against nation, And never again 
will they learn war.

Why not destroy the devil at the coming of Christ? I think there are two reasons.  The first one is to keep the devil around to see 
the depth of his loss and defeat.  For 1000 years he will see how God’s will is being on earth as it is in heaven, how the 
crucified Christ is ruling in power and glory, and how the saints whom he fought against have overcome.  The second reason will 
be highlighted later.

Revelation 20:4-6 - 1st Resurrection

This is the first resurrection (first because there is a second/final resurrection after the millennial reign of Christ, more on 
that when we look at 20:11-15).

The first resurrection is the time when all of the faithful people of God will be raised to eternal life. Old and New Testament 
believers, the saints of every generation raised to life with the coming of the king.  Revelation 20:4 lists those who are a part 
of this first resurrection, but this is not an exclusive list, but rather a list that would be relevant to the early church and 
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the call to “overcome” in the evil day they lived. (Meaning, the first resurrection is not just for martyrs but for those who have 
kept the faith unto the end).

1 Thessalonians 4:14-15 - For if we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so God will bring with Him those who have 
fallen asleep in Jesus. 15 For this we say to you by the word of the Lord, that we who are alive and remain until the coming of 
the Lord, will not precede those who have fallen asleep. 16 For the Lord Himself will descend from heaven with a shout, with the 
voice of the archangel and with the trumpet of God, and the dead in Christ will rise first. 17 Then we who are alive and remain 
will be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air, and so we shall always be with the Lord.

Not only is the resurrection of Jesus a cornerstone of the Christian faith, the belief in a literal, physical, bodily resurrection 
of the dead is a foundational Biblical truth.

Daniel 12:2 - "Many of those who sleep in the dust of the ground will awake, these to everlasting life, but the others to 
disgrace and everlasting contempt.

John 5:28-29 - "Do not marvel at this; for an hour is coming, in which all who are in the tombs will hear His voice, 29 and 
will come forth; those who did the good deeds to a resurrection of life, those who committed the evil deeds to a resurrection 
of judgment.

John 11:25 - Jesus said to her, "I am the resurrection and the life; he who believes in Me will live even if he dies

Contrary to Greek Mythology and popular culture (and even some popular church tradition), the Bible does not teach that people 
are innately immortal.  Instead, the Bible teaches that immortality was something external to humans, provided by God.  In 
Genesis it was the tree of life which provided immortality and their expulsion from the Garden which led to their death (Genesis 
2:9; 3:22-24).  The New Testament teaches that immortality is a gift from God granted to those who believe the gospel and have 
faith in Jesus Christ:

Romans 6:23 - For the wages of sin is death, but the free gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.

2 Timothy 1:9-10 (NLT) - For God saved us and called us to live a holy life. He did this, not because we deserved it, but because 
that was his plan from before the beginning of time-- to show us his grace through Christ Jesus. 10 And now he has made all of 
this plain to us by the appearing of Christ Jesus, our Savior. He broke the power of death and illuminated the way to life and 
immortality through the Good News.

The resurrection is when God’s people become immortal, when they are brought back to life, given new bodies and re-created 
without sin to live forever! Here is how Paul taught the Corinthian church:

1 Corinthians 15:50-55 (NLT) - What I am saying, dear brothers and sisters, is that our physical bodies cannot inherit the 
Kingdom of God. These dying bodies cannot inherit what will last forever. 51 But let me reveal to you a wonderful secret. We 
will not all die, but we will all be transformed! 52 It will happen in a moment, in the blink of an eye, when the last trumpet 
is blown. For when the trumpet  sounds, those who have died will be raised to live forever. And we who are living will also be 
transformed. 53 For our dying bodies must be transformed into bodies that will never die; our mortal bodies must be transformed 
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into immortal bodies. 54 Then, when our dying bodies have been transformed into bodies that will never die, this Scripture will 
be fulfilled: "Death is swallowed up in victory. 55 O death, where is your victory? O death, where is your sting?"

And what will be the first job of this resurrected multitude?  To administer the ways of God upon the earth for 1000 years with 
Christ as royal priests.

Revelation 20:7-10 - Loosed For A Season → Destruction

v. 8 - Gog and Magog - two nations which are representative of the pagan nations of this earth. This comes from Ezekiel 39

At last the devil is judged and destroyed.  His final “resting place” will be the lake of fire and it will not be a place of rest, 
but it will be final.  The devil, fresh off the heels of his final failure, will be thrown into the lake of fire and brimstone, a 
place of torment and pain.  Like the judgment upon the beast and false prophet, the literal duration of the event is one thing, 
but the results of the judgment are final and eternal.

Why have the devil loosed after 1000 years of watching God win?  There is a second reason, a practical reason, that might 
explain.  Here is the thought:

Something we haven’t touched on much in our journey through Revelation, is the fact that even after many plagues and judgments 
are enacted upon the earth, there will be a number of humans that will remain who have survived the calamities but who are not 
God’s people.  These will be the nations that the Messiah and his people rule over during the millennial reign.  Practically 
speaking, the mortals who remain and live under Christ’s rule will enjoy blessing and beauty and what life is like without the 
devil’s influence.  Living without war, without corruption, with love and justice flooding the world!  (They will likely live 
longer as they enjoy the benefits of creation being healed)  Can you even imagine?  Yet, just as in the Garden, God does not 
force anyone to love him, but offers them the good choice to love him.

So, what will be the qualifier for those who are obeying Jesus Christ during the 1000 year reign?  What will the “choice” they 
are given which will determine whether or not they have submitted to Christ with a genuine and good heart? How about this: 
“Will you stay faithful to him when the devil is released to rebel at the end of the age?”  Those who side with the devil will be 
destroyed, those who reject his temptation and deception will have their names written in the book of life and enjoy life in the 
eternal state.

A lot to chew on.  Probably a good idea to take small bites and chew well!

We’ll dig into this section and it’s themes more in the coming weeks.  But as we pause here, a few things are clear no matter 
your interpretation - the devil’s days are numbered, the saints will help rule the world with Christ, and Jesus Christ is coming to 
raise the dead and bring immortality to those who belong to him.  That’s no small thing to take away as we read!

We ought to prayerfully study and talk about how and when the truths of the first 10 verses of this chapter will unfold, but we 
can do it knowing that the central truths of the section are not veiled.  Regardless of your view of the millennium, the devil’s 
future is signed, and sealed and will be delivered.  And so is yours.
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Revelation 20:6 (NLT) - Blessed and holy are those who share in the first resurrection. For them the second death holds no 
power, but they will be priests of God and of Christ and will reign with him a thousand years.

Hallelujah and amen.
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